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SEVEN NATIONS WILL PARTICIPATE IN LARGEST
PACIFIC MARITIME EXERCISE

Seven nations will participate in the region’s largest international maritime exercise Rim of
the Pacific 2004 (RIMPAC 04) scheduled June 29 through July 27 in the waters around the
Hawaiian Islands.

This year's exercise is the 19th in a series of RIMPAC exercises conducted periodically
since 1971. Over 40 ships, 7 submarines, 90 aircraft and almost 18,000 Sailors, Airmen, Marines,
Soldiers and Coastguardsmen will participate in RIMPAC training operations this summer.

RIMPAC 2004 brings together maritime forces from seven Pacific Rim nations (Australia,
Canada, Chile, Peru, Japan, Republic of Korea, and the United States) along with the United
Kingdom.  Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force units will only participate in bi-lateral training with
U.S. units.

RIMPAC is intended to enhance the tactical proficiency of participating units in a wide array
of combined operations at sea. By enhancing interoperability, RIMPAC helps promote stability in
the Pacific Rim region to the benefit of all participating nations. This year's exercise includes a
variety of surface combatant ships, submarines, tactical aircraft, and amphibious forces. The
exercise will include training in tactical proficiency, non-combatant evacuation operations,
amphibious assault, anti-submarine warfare and humanitarian assistance training.

The United States Third Fleet, commanded by Vice Adm. Michael McCabe, is responsible
for overall exercise coordination.  Individual units remain under operational control of their
respective national commanders throughout the exercise.

A RIMPAC web site containing details regarding exercise activities and imagery from
exercise operations will be active during the exercise at www.cpf.navy.mil/rimpac2004.
Correspondents interested in covering RIMPAC exercise events should contact the U.S. Third
Fleet Public Affairs Office at (619) 524-9562.
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MEDIA OPPORTUNITIES:  Media representatives interested in covering RIMPAC 2004 in Hawaii are requested to
fill out the attached accreditation form to confirm employment and FAX to 619-524-9543 before June 15.  For
questions regarding RIMPAC, please call the Public Affairs Officer, Commander Third Fleet at 619-524-9562.


